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in a Glasgow hospital a few months later.
He had a genuine poetic gift and an intense
appreciation of natural beauty. His more
ambitious pieces were marred by an artificial
imitation of Lord Byron, but his shorter
poems, reflecting- the emotions of his own
life, were happier.

[Memoir prefixed to Wright's Works, 1843,
with portrait; Allibone's Diet. Engl. Lit.]
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WEIGHT, JOHN (1770P-4844), book-
seller and author, born in 1770 or 1771, was
the son of a clerk in a manufacturing house
at Norwich. He was apprenticed to his
uncle, J. Roper, a silk mercer, but he dis-
liked trade, and at the expiry of his inden-
tures went to London to seek for literary em-
ployment. He obtained an engagement as
foreman or superintendent at Hookham's
rooms in Bond Street, and afterwards en-
tered business on Ms own account as a book-
seller at 169 Piccadilly, opposite Old Bond
Street. His shoj) became the general morn-
ing resort of the friends of Pitt's ministry, as
Debrett's was of the opposition [see DEBRETT,
JOHN]. In 1797 Canning, John Hookham
Frere [q.v.], and others, projected the ' Anti-
Jacobin, or Weekly Examiner/ They took
a lease of 168 Piccadilly, the next ho'use to
Wright's, which was vacant on account of
the failure of J. Owen, the publisher of
Burke's pamphlets, and made over the house
to Wright, reserving to themselves the first
floor. By means of a door in the partition
wall they passed from. Wright's shop to the
editorial room without attracting notice.
The * Anti-Jacobin' appeared first on 20 Kov.

1797, under the editorship of William Gif-
ford [q. v.], and was continued until 9 July

1798.    The journal was distinguished for the
vigour of its attacks on its opponents, and
Wright's shop was the scene of the attempt
of John Wolcot [q.v.]? hetter known as
Peter Pindar, to chastise Gilford with a
cudgel  for  his severe reflections   on  his
character and writings,   Wright's political
connections brought him into contact with
William Cobbett [q. v.], then at the height
of his earlier fame as a tory martyr.   While
Cobbett was still in America, Wright acted
as his agent in London, and when he came
to England in 1800 he gave him lodging in
his house.    In 1802 Wright failed in his
business.   He had started with little money,
and, according to Cobbett, the publication of
the * Anti-Jacobin' brought him more noto-
riety than remuneration.   By Ms failure he
found himself seriously in Cobbett's debt,
and he received little mercy.   In 1803 he
was confined in the Fleet at the suit of his
creditor.   At a later time Cobbett asserted

and Wright denied that the committal was
by mutual arrangement.    At any rate, he
was released in a few weeks on terms which
made him Cobbett's hack and forced Mm to
j follow his master in 1804 in his change of
' politics.    He took rooms at a tailor's at
5 Panton Square, Westminster, but during
Cobbetfs frequent absences from town he
lived at his house at 15 Duke Street, West-
minster, looked after his domestic affairs, and
I superintended the publication of the * Weekly
i Political Register.'   According to Thomas
i Curson Hansard [q. v.], he received no re-
i muneration for these services, and was denied
' even postal expenses unless he produced the
back of every twopenny post letter which he
received.
He was chiefly employed, however, as
editor of * Cobbett's Parliamentary History/
' Cobbett's Parliamentary Debates/ and * Cob-
bett's State Trials.' Of the two former he
took entire charge, but the last was entrusted
to Thomas Bayly Howell [q. v.] as sub-
editor. To Wright were assigned by a verbal
agreement two-thirds of the profits on tlie
(Debates' and half the profits on the * Par-
liamentary History7 and the * State Trials/
Cobbett was originally proprietor, but in 1810
he was sentenced to two years' imprisonment
for an attack on the government, and during
his incarceration a violent dispute arose as to
the division of the profits, which was com-
plicated by Wright's raising a claim for re-
muneration for his other services. The
printer Hansard, who sided with Wright,
eventually obtained possession of the ' Par-
liamentary Debates? and the f History/ re-
moved Cpbbettfs name from the title-page,
and continued Wright in his post of editor.
The 'Parliamentary History' appeared in
thirty-six volumes between 1806 and 1820,
and dealt with the period previous to 1803,
when the series of the * Debates* began.
Wright edited thirty-six volumes of the
* Debatesy between 1812 and 1830, and was
then succeeded as editor by Thomas Hodg-
skin.
Their financial differences produced a last-
ing enmity between Cobbett and Wright,
which was embittered by another circum-
stance, On Oobbett's release from gaol in
1812 a statement appeared in the * Times * that
he had sought to avoid imprisonment two
years before by making his submission to go-
vernment and offering to suppress the * Weekly
Register.' Wright, who had been privy to
Cobbett's overtures, and had endeavoured to,
dissuade him from them, was unjustly sus-
pected of having betrayed them. The re-
velation was too damaging to be forgiven.
In 1819, while in America, Cobbett published